Florida Legislative Session 2026:
Developments and Key Bills
March 2nd edition

(next-to-last week of the regularly
scheduled Session)

An update on Bills, political
happenings, and more.

It's the second-to-last week of the regularly scheduled session. This weekend, the House and Senate were trading offers
on allocations - basically, the amount of money that each budget category (e.g., transportation, education, health care) will
have to spend on its silo. Until an agreement on allocations is reached, the budget conference cannot begin. And if the
budget conference doesn’t begin and end by next Tuesday, we are looking at overtime, as Florida’s Constitution requires
a 72-hour “cooling off” period between budget finalization and a vote, meant to provide sufficient time for review.

Many bills that have moved in one chamber have not moved in the other, and among those that have, significant
differences remain in key pieces of legislation. This week, we will see the House and Senate either try to resolve those
differences or double down on their respective positions.

Scheduled this week:

¢ Monday @ noon, Senate Appropriations and Senate Fiscal Policy meet for agendas that should take the majority
of the afternoon.

e Senate Rules meets all day on Tuesday to take up bills on transportation, sovereign immunity, affordable housing,
legal tender, NICA, stablecoin, and more. As one example of a policy difference, SB 1366/HB 145 Claims Against
the Government, not only differ on the adjusted limits to which sovereign immunity is waived, the House bill
prohibits insurance policies from requiring a claims bill for payment, the Senate bill contains language on
attorney’s fee caps, and the House bill allows settlements above the sovereign limits. Such substantive divides at
this late juncture make it difficult to find a landing spot.

e The House goes into Session @ 10am Tuesday, taking up bills on land use, agriculture, foreign influence, and
more.

e Both the House & Senate meet in session for the remainder of the week (although the House has not calendared
a Friday sitting). Only Wednesday’s agendas have been populated. The House will handle bills on affordable
housing, impact fees, and a plan to expand the Capitol complex’s perimeter, while the Senate will potentially
address both SB 1028 Citizens Property Insurance Corporation (with delete-all amendment pending) and SB 482
Artificial Intelligence Bill of Rights, which were each temporarily postponed twice last week. We expect to see an
amendment to SB 482, even though its House companion remains stalled.

Bills of Interest

SB 482/HB 1395: Artificial Intelligence Bill of Rights

Establishes an Artificial Intelligence Bill of Rights, restricts government contracts with foreign-controlled Al entities,
mandates transparency and parental consent for minors’ use of companion chatbots, and forbids unauthorized
commercial use of Al-generated personal likenesses. Defines “artificial intelligence” in state contracting laws and prohibits
governmental entities from renewing or entering contracts with foreign-controlled Al providers. Creates part IX of chapter
501, known as the “Artificial Intelligence Bill of Rights,” declaring Floridians’ rights regarding Al use, data collection, and
personal privacy. Requires companies offering companion chatbots to minors to obtain parental consent, allow parental
controls, and implement safeguards to prevent harmful or inappropriate content. Mandates that bot operators disclose to
users they are interacting with nonhuman systems at the start of, and periodically during, any such interaction. Restricts
Al technology companies from selling or disclosing personal information unless it is properly deidentified, and imposes
penalties for attempts to reidentify such data. Authorizes the Department of Legal Affairs to investigate, issue subpoenas,
and bring civil actions for violations of the Al provisions under state deceptive and unfair trade practice laws. Prohibits
unauthorized commercial use of a person’s name, image, or likeness that is generated by Al, setting penalties for misuse
and providing special protections for servicemembers and their survivors.
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SB 1452/HB 1221: Department of Financial Services this is the DFS agency package—it did not make the last
scheduled Senate Rules committee meeting, remains to be seen if there will be another.

Revise multiple statutory provisions to enhance the Department of Financial Services’ authority, adjust insurance and
reinsurance regulations, refine the My Safe Florida Home Program, and update unclaimed property processes. Expands
rulemaking authority for the Chief Financial Officer and clarifies processes for advance payments. Adjusts eligibility,
inspections, grants, and requirements under the My Safe Florida Home Program, including more flexible reinspection and
contractor verification rules. Reconfigures the Florida Financial Management Information System coordinating council’s
composition and duties, requiring collaborative annual workplans and clarifying oversight structures. Authorizes the
Department of Financial Services to purchase insurance, excess insurance, and reinsurance directly, engage reinsurance
brokers, and determine necessary property insurance coverage. Modifies timeframes and procedures for workers’
compensation disputes and reimbursement schedules. Establishes permanent and periodic disqualification periods for
licensing under funeral, cemetery, and consumer services boards, with pathways for exemptions and restoration of rights.
Streamlines license transfers, reexaminations, and qualifications for general lines, life, and health agents, with enhanced
compliance requirements on public adjusters and bail bond applicants. Overhauls unclaimed property laws by redefining
dormancy periods, clarifying due diligence requirements, expanding notification methods, detailing abandoned property
reporting and remittance, and preserving ownership rights until final escheatment.

HB 99/SB 394: Reinsurance Intermediary Managers passed Senate; cleared all House committees

Revises definitions of controlling persons and reinsurance intermediary managers to clarify oversight authority and
exclude certain underwriting managers. Updates the definition of a controlling person to include direct or indirect power to
manage reinsurance intermediaries. Excludes certain underwriting managers handling less than 10 percent of a
reinsurer’s facultative reinsurance business from the definition of reinsurance intermediary manager. Reenacts other
statutory references to conform to these changes.

SB 1028/HB 943: Citizens Property Insurance Corporations

Expand Citizens Property Insurance Corporation’s clearinghouse to include commercial lines, revise premiums and
eligibility where surplus lines or authorized insurers offer comparable coverage, and clarify agent appointment and
policyholder options. Require Citizens to charge the higher of Citizens’ own rate or the surplus lines insurer’s rate for
commercial risks receiving surplus lines offers. Establish a new commercial lines clearinghouse to divert eligible
commercial applicants or policyholders to authorized or surplus lines insurers. Permit approved surplus lines insurers to
participate in the commercial lines clearinghouse but not in personal lines, with participation remaining optional. Revise
eligibility requirements so that certain applicants and policyholders must choose coverage outside Citizens if a qualifying,
comparably priced offer exists. Allow applicants and policyholders receiving offers from surplus lines insurers to keep
Citizens coverage but at a premium at least matching the surplus lines offer if it is within 20 percent of Citizens' premium.
Clarify that independent and exclusive agents retain ownership of policy expirations and may enter limited or standard
agreements with authorized insurers or surplus lines agents.

SB 78/HB 185: Home Hardening Products passed all House committees, stalled in Senate

Exempts certain home hardening products from sales and use tax to improve wind-borne debris resistance. Defines
impact-resistant doors, garage doors, and windows for purposes of tax exemption. Specifically exempts these impact-
resistant products from the sales and use tax.

HB 863: Arbitration for Disputes with Citizens Property Insurance Corporation passed the House; no Senate
companion

Require Citizens Property Insurance Corporation to offer and clearly disclose an arbitration option before the Division of
Administrative Hearings for claim disputes. Adds an option for policyholders to select arbitration through the Division of
Administrative Hearings at the time of entering into or renewing Citizens policies. Mandates written notification in
boldfaced type informing insureds of their choice to accept or decline arbitration. Specifies that these arbitration
proceedings are subject to certain attorney fee and offer of judgment laws, just like court proceedings. Removes obsolete
language regarding contracting with the Division of Administrative Hearings for dispute resolution.

SB 832/HB 767: Residential Property Insurance House bill on Special Order2/25; Senate bill awaiting 2"
committee
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Require property insurers to provide transparent rate filings, furnish clear consumer information, and exclude land value
from dwelling coverage calculations. Mandates that insurers include a rate transparency report with each residential
property rate filing, subject to modification by the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR). Requires insurers to furnish
consumers with a brief, graphical explanation of rating factors whenever coverage is offered or renewed. Requires the
OIR to develop a comprehensive, user-friendly online resource center with market data, financial summaries, and insurer-
specific information. Clarifies that certain rate data and county rating examples are not exempt from public records
provisions. Prohibits insurers from incorporating the value of underlying land when establishing coverage amounts or
adjusting claims for dwellings.

HB 1399: Property Insurance Affiliates passed the House; no Senate companion

Creates new oversight requirements for property insurers’ transactions with affiliates, requiring fair and reasonable
financial arrangements, mandatory registration for affiliates, and consideration of affiliate revenue in rate filings. Creates s.
624.44101, F.S., requiring property insurers to submit documentation showing fees, commissions, and payments to
affiliates are fair and reasonable, and authorizing the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) to restrict fund transfers during
emergencies and impose penalties for violations. Creates s. 624.44102, F.S., giving the OIR authority over dividend
payments to affiliates and any pledged capital or assets for loans, requiring prior approval, and providing penalties for
unauthorized transactions. Creates s. 624.44103, F.S., establishing a registration requirement for affiliates, outlining
reporting and disclosure obligations, setting grounds for denial or revocation of registration, and imposing potential civil
and criminal penalties. Amends s. 627.062, F.S., to require property insurance rate filings to account for an affiliate’s
profits and revenues, and deem rates excessive if they fail to include such considerations.

SB 1706/HB 1497: My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot Program cleared Senate committees; two more in House

Require an income-based eligibility threshold for condominium associations, remove the coastal service area requirement,
and mandate comprehensive opening protection improvements under the My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot Program.
Define 'area median income' and remove all references to 'service area' as an eligibility criterion. Revise eligibility to
require that at least 80% of occupied units in a condominium property be owned and occupied by households at or below
80% of the area median income. Authorize the Department of Financial Services to verify and periodically recertify
household income. Permit mixed-income condominium properties to participate if the overall condominium meets the
income threshold. Require associations to include income verification documents with grant applications. Limit grant
awards to associations that complete 100% of the recommended opening protection improvements for common elements
in the final inspection report.

SB 1504/HB 1343: Insurance Customer Representative Licensing Qualifications House bill passed, Senate bill
has cleared committees

Revise insurance customer representative licensing qualifications by adding a Florida high school diploma with specified
finance and insurance coursework as an approved credential. Adds a new option for licensure requiring a Florida high
school diploma that includes 0.5 credit hour in Personal Finance and Money Management, 0.5 credit hour in Economics
and Personal Finance, and 0.5 credit hour in Insurance and Personal Finance. Retains existing approved educational and
professional designations, such as Accredited Advisor in Insurance and Certified Insurance Counselor, as valid pathways
to licensure.

SB 1614/HB 1169: Florida Building Code awaiting last committee in Senate

Prohibit local governments from receiving certain state funds unless they have properly expended building code
enforcement funds and do not hold excess balances. Adds stormwater management repairs to authorized uses of excess
Florida Building Code enforcement funds. Bars local governments from receiving new state funding through local funding
initiative requests if they carry forward excess enforcement funds. Requires an affirmation of full fund expenditure and
lack of excess funds by the local government before qualifying for additional state funds. Disqualifies local governments
from new funding if they have been the subject of a legislative committee audit within one year. Mandates legislative
committees to report noncompliant local governments to legislative leaders and appropriations chairs.

HB 37/SB 260: Removal, Storage, and Cleanup of Electric Vehicles did not make last House State Affairs agenda,
likely dead

Authorize counties and municipalities to impose daily fees for the proper storage of electric vehicles, clarify insurance
responsibilities, and update towing fee provisions. Require counties to establish a daily administration fee for properly
storing damaged electric vehicles following an accident, set at up to three times the existing fee limit. Permit municipalities
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to establish the same daily administration fee for properly storing damaged electric vehicles, which supersedes a county
fee if a municipal ordinance is enacted. Define “daily administration fee” as the administrative costs associated with
towing, storing, and safely segregating a damaged electric vehicle to prevent fire hazards. Specify that “proper storage”
requires at least a 50-foot separation between the vehicle and combustibles or a suitable physical barrier. Provide that
insurers are not required to pay for any storage costs beyond the coverage agreed upon in the insured’s contract. Include
daily administration fees within the definition of reasonable towing service fees.

SB 488/HB 937: Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles passed Senate and all House committees

Revise motor carrier licensing and decal requirements, adjust fuel tax procedures, and expand electronic and e-mail
processes for vehicle and driver notifications. Replaces registration of certain motor carriers with a new licensing system
under the International Fuel Tax Agreement, requiring fuel tax decals instead of identifying devices. Allows electronic or
physical copies of licenses in qualified motor vehicles and mandates conspicuous display of decals. Simplifies temporary
fuel-use permits while eliminating driveaway permits and sets new electronic filing requirements and due dates for tax
returns. Aligns interest calculations for delinquent taxes with the International Fuel Tax Agreement and imposes new
penalties for falsifying information or forging fuel tax licenses or decals. Requires vehicle registration applicants to provide
a Florida address (with limited exceptions) and valid identification, defines “REAL ID driver’s license or identification card,”
and raises the crash property damage notification threshold from $500 to $2,000. Authorizes more notices and orders to
be issued by e-mail and expands electronic communication for renewals and other official driver or vehicle-related
notifications. Redefines “qualified motor vehicle” in various statutes and updates references to motor fuel rather than
diesel fuel.

HB 6003/SB 1700: Recovery of Damages for Medical Negligence Resulting in Death passed House; not moving in
Senate

Removes the statutory bar preventing adult children and parents of an adult child from recovering damages in medical
negligence wrongful death cases. Deletes language in s. 768.21(8), F.S., that previously prohibited adult children and
certain parents from recovering damages for medical negligence resulting in death. Amends ss. 400.023, 400.0235, and
429.295, F.S., to conform those provisions by removing references to the deleted prohibition.

HB 635/SB 692: Cybersecurity Standards and Liability renewed effort for cyberliability protection; moving in both
chambers, didn’t make last House Commerce agenda, dead

Cybersecurity Standards and Liability; Authorizing local governments to only adopt specified cybersecurity standards;
prohibiting the Department of Management Services from delegating the authority to set such standards to local
governments; providing that a local government, a covered entity, or a third-party agent that complies with certain
requirements is not liable in connection with a cybersecurity incident under certain circumstances, etc.

SB 1558/HB 1553: Admissible Evidence in Personal Injury or Wrongful Death Actions moved in House, not in
Senate, dead

Expands the admissible evidence in personal injury or wrongful death actions to include rebuttal of claimed damages by
any party. Allows evidence to be used not only to prove but also to rebut the amount of both past and future medical
expenses. Permits any party to offer admissible evidence regarding damages for medical treatment or services incurred
or anticipated. Clarifies that parties are not required to offer specific types of new evidence or seek reductions in billed
charges beyond contractual entitlements. Specifies that these changes apply to all causes of action covered by the statute
and are intended to clarify existing law.

HB 145/SB 1366: Suits Against the Government passed House; up in Senate Rules this week

Increases statutory liability limits for tort claims against governmental entities, streamlines claim procedures, and adjusts
statutes of limitation and insurance provisions while creating new exceptions for specific victims. Raises sovereign
immunity caps in multiple phases, reaching as high as $600,000 per individual claim and $1.2 million per incident after
October 1, 2031. Empowers local governments to settle claims in excess of these limits without further legislative action
and prohibits insurers from requiring enactment of a claim bill as a condition of coverage. Shortens from 3 years to 18
months the timeframe for presenting tort claims to an agency and reduces the statute of limitations for negligence suits
from 4 years to 2 years. Removes the time limit for filing claims arising from sexual battery against a minor under age 16
and updates notice requirements for certain wrongful death or medical malpractice claims. Amends and reenacts
numerous statutory references to align with the updated liability limits and procedures.
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SB 990/HB 883: Protected Cell Captive Insurance Companies on House Special Order 3/3

Authorize and regulate the formation and operation of protected cell captive insurance companies by revising existing
definitions, establishing new terms, and setting capital and surplus requirements. Adds “protected cell captive insurance
company” to the definition of captive insurance companies and clarifies related terms, including “general account,”
“participant,” and “protected cell.” Specifies that a protected cell captive insurance company may only insure risks of its
protected cell participants and sets separate capital, surplus, and net asset requirements for these entities. Establishes
rules for creating and maintaining protected cells, requiring each to hold distinct assets and liabilities, conduct separate
accounting, and limit exposure only to its own claims. Allows protected cells to form, merge, or affiliate under certain
conditions, with processes for converting existing captive insurance companies into protected cell structures or vice versa.
Provides protocols for the Office of Insurance Regulation to oversee the financial and operational integrity of protected
cells, including approval of participant contracts, notification of insolvencies, and asset valuation.

HB 645/SB 772: Limited Agent Licenses passed Senate, waiting for House

Expand portable electronics coverage to include eyewear by renaming and defining applicable terms while removing
obsolete references. Renames “portable electronics insurance” as “portable electronics and eyewear insurance.” Defines
“‘eyewear” to encompass smart glasses and nonelectronic eyewear, including prescription and nonprescription eyeglasses
and sunglasses. Removes the obsolete definition of “portable electronics transaction.” Makes conforming changes in
related sections to reflect the inclusion of eyewear coverage.
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